
Cherokee County Conservation 

Steven Nelson Memorial Scholarship 
 

The Cherokee County Conservation Steven Nelson Memorial Scholarship ($700) will be 
awarded annually to help a qualified student pursuing a college degree that will allow them 
to enter into a career in fisheries and wildlife conservation or other environmental sciences. 
This is not a need-based scholarship. 
 

Applications are due April 1 of each year. Applications will be screened and a 
recommendation made by the Cherokee County Conservation Scholarship Committee. The 
Board of Directors of Cherokee County Conservation will review the recommendation. If no 
applicants are qualified, the scholarship will not be awarded. 

 

The scholarship will be awarded/presented by the chairperson or designee of the Board of 
Directors of Cherokee County Conservation at the May Conservation Board meeting.  
 

Eligibility criteria for the scholarship are as follows: 
 

1. Student of MMCRU or Cherokee Washington High School 
2. A high school senior in good standing with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0. 
3. Pursuing a degree in fisheries and wildlife conservation or other environmental 

sciences. 
4. ACT score of 20 or above. 
5. Preference will be given to applicants who demonstrate hands-on experience in local 

conservation.  

Letter of Recommendation Requirements (Two letters are required- one from a teacher or 
counselor and one from an additional person). Each letter must include: 

1. Applicant’s name 

2. Describe the capacity in which you have known the applicant 
3. Comment on applicant’s strengths to be successful in the field of Fisheries and 

Wildlife Conservation or other environmental sciences 
4. Add any additional information you believe we would want to have in considering this 

applicant. 
5. Signature and date 

To be considered, applicant must remit the following by April 1st: 

☐Completed Application 

☐Transcript 

☐Two Letters of Recommendation  

Application can be completed electronically via Google Forms (account required to upload 
documents). Documents can also be e-mailed to cccblaura@gmail.com or mailed to: 
Cherokee County Conservation Board, c/o Director, 629 River Rd, Cherokee, IA 51012.  
 
Call 712-225-6709 or e-mail cccblaura@gmail.com with questions or concerns. 

mailto:cccblaura@gmail.com
mailto:cccblaura@gmail.com


CHEROKEE COUNTY CONSERVATION 

STEVEN NELSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 

1. Name ______________________________________________________ 

2. Address _____________________________________________________ 

3. Your Contact information: Phone _____________________   E-mail __________________________ 

4. Birth Date ____________________ 

5. Parent’s Name ________________________________________________ 

6. High School __________________________________________________ 

 Graduation Date _____ Current Class Rank _____ Number of Students in Class ______ 

7. Current Grade Point Average _______  8.  ACT Composite Score _______ 

9. College and Career Plans (if possible, please be specific about the college/university or school 

you plan to attend.) _______________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Write a minimum 500-word essay about the greatest environmental or conservation challenge in 
our local area.  In what way do you see yourself helping to solve this problem? (Include essay with 
the application). 
 

11. List the 5 most interesting and most significant activities you have participated in or honors you 
have received while in high school. 
 

 1) _______________________________________________________________ 

 2) _______________________________________________________________ 

 3) _______________________________________________________________ 

 4) _______________________________________________________________ 

 5) _______________________________________________________________ 

12. Please describe your relevant experiences in conservation efforts or in fisheries or wildlife 
management.   
 

_________________________________________________________________      

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

13. Two recommendations (one from a teacher or counselor and one from an additional person) must 
be enclosed with the application. 
 

14. Completed application including transcript and recommendations is due by April 1st. 
  

 

15. Student’s signature ____________________________________ Date __________ 

 


